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Here we are at the first of July and I can’t get over how quickly this year is going by. My family
and I took a rare early summer vacation at the end of May and first of June recently. This was a fairly
big trip and required lots of prior planning and reservations. The Monday after we got back I was sitting
at my desk staring at the walls before I tackled the pile of documents that had collected in my absence.
I could not believe that it was already over. I know many of you experience the same feelings as I did
sitting in that chair that morning. I quickly realized that I was not a fan of taking early summer vacations
or Mondays for that matter. Regardless, I really hope you still have a vacation to look forward to this
summer and that you take advantage of the time away from the office to “detox”.
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In the same manner, your hard working planning team has been meeting several times a month since
January to make this year’s Business MatchMaking and Tradeshow event a success. At the time I am
writing this we only have one more meeting left before the event. Again, it is hard to fathom that we are
at this point after starting on such a monumental task. I am so glad to report that we have not only
been able to plan and prepare for such an event but we are already in the “black” before the event
starts. As you know, this is the first year we have been able to offer FREE participation to our members
and other governmental matchmakers. Our vendor partners have really stepped up to the plate and
because of this I believe it will be a tremendously successful event. I hope those of you who have registered to participate in the event will show the vendors your appreciation by visiting their booths. For
those who have not planned on participating this year we hope that you still come and visit the event
and walk through the tradeshow portion of the event.
This is your event. As an ETPA member and a procurement professional in East Tennessee, this event
was meant to benefit you, your entities purchasing needs and to make your job easier, better and hopefully more enjoyable because of the relationships we have built amongst our peers. In addition, extra
money collected through this event will be used to further benefit our members by supplementing the
Fall Conference training programs in October. We will be working with TAPP to figure out how to best
use these funds to add value for our memberships. I ask that if you have any ideas on how we do this
that you send me an email or call me with your thoughts.
As I just mentioned the Fall Conference in October, I know that this will be upon us quicker than we all
expect. With October comes the election of new ETPA leadership for 2014 as well. Debbie Dillon in
Johnson City is our Nominating Chair and she along with myself are now accepting volunteers and nominations for Leadership Board and committee chair positions. I hope you will consider how you can be
involved in ETPA. This is an exciting time in ETPA as good things are happening. Progress is being
made from the continued success of the MatchMaking Event, to the value added training potential at
the Fall Conference, to the new ETPA website system, to forging new and profitable relationships with
the state’s legislative powers.
In closing and in honor of our nation’s birth I recently read John F. Kennedy’s Inaugural speech in 1961.
In one of the most well-known presidential quotes of all time, he said “ask not what your country can do
for you, but what you can do for your county”. JFK’s sentiment was that people who would work together can accomplish more for the betterment of all. This thought is applicable on many levels. Have an
awesome Independence Day!

Your President,
David Griffin
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2013 ETPA Officers
President: David Griffin—Contracts and Procurement Manager
Public Building Authority of Knox County & City of Knoxville dgriffin@ktnpba.org
David Griffin has been married to his wife Lisa for 22 years. They have 3 children all of which
are in high school in Blount County where they live. He has worked for the Public Building Authority of
Knox County and the City of Knoxville, Tennessee for 12 years. David’s duties include managing all Property Management procurement and contracts.
David received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology from the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville in 1989. (While taking Forensic Anthropology classes from the internationally renowned Dr.
Bass David wanted to pursue a career in Forensics but decided Public Procurement was more interesting.) After graduation David worked for a private sector facility-support company bidding and negotiating contacts for 10 years until he “swapped sides”. David’s role at PBA began as a manager of contracts and quality control but his duties have also included roles in parking management, project management and facility management. He has been a member of the National Parking Institute (NPI), is also
currently a member of the Building, Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) having served in most all
leadership positions including as a Board Member, Vice President in 2005 and President in 2006.
David and his family are active in church where he attends at Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church in Maryville. He has served in various capacities but currently serves as Deacon, Finance Committee Chairman and Middle School Boys Sunday School Teacher. He enjoys staying active in his
children’s activities and has served as Treasurer and President of several school athletic booster clubs. He is an avid University of Tennessee
sports fan and consistently fields a championship caliber Fantasy Football team.

Vice President: Mike Reeves, CPPO, CPPB—Purchasing Coordinator
Knox County mike.reeves@knoxcounty.org
Mike has been with Knox County since 1998 in the Purchasing Division. He has held positions
of Purchasing Agent and most recently Purchasing Coordinator. Prior to Knox County, Mike spent thirtytwo (32) years in the retail business holding several management positions. J.C. Penney (16) years as a
General Merchandising Manager, Store Manager and Buyer, Goody’s Family Clothing (1) year as a Buyer
for all Denim for the chain and Ira A. Watson Company (15) years as both a Store Manager and Buyer.
Mike has been married to Nancy Hegidio Reeves for forty-three (43) years with two married
children and five (5) grandchildren. Mike enjoys time with his wife, grandchildren and all UT Sports. He
is a deacon at Central Baptist Church. He has held all positions with ETPA as President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Membership, Nominating and Program Chair. He was served as the Chair of the 2006-2007
NIGP National Marketing Committee and a previous member of the NIGP Chapter Development.

Secretary: Steve Hillis
City of Alcoa SHillis@cityofalcoa-tn.gov
Steve Hillis is married with two grown children and 3 grandchildren. He is currently Support
Services Manager for the City of Alcoa Tennessee. For the last 12 years his responsibilities for the
city have included Fleet Management, Purchasing & Warehousing, and Buildings & Grounds.
Mr. Hillis received his BS in Education in 1969 and Master's of Public Administration in 1986,
both from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He has been a longstanding member of both the
National Association of Fleet Administrators (NAFA) and National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP) and he is the only administrator nationally to carry both their top professional certifications.
He served as Purchasing Agent for the City of Alcoa for 12 years and served as fleet manager to two cities, Knoxville & Alcoa. He also served as a municipal fleet consultant with the University
of Tennessee for 10 years, where he split time as an Assistant Director University of Tennessee Transportation Center (UTTC) and Director of the Institute of Technology Management where he oversaw
$20 million research initiatives for the DOD and DOE. With UTTC, he managed several transportation related research projects while on loan to
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. At ORNL his primary responsibility was operational management of three alternatively fueled national research fleets for the Congressionally mandated Federal Methanol Fleet Project. This 1980’s based 1.5 million-mile initiative served as a test bed
for many alternative fuel related OEM and retrofit technologies used today. He was recently appointed by Governor Haslam to a 4 year term to
his Advisory Council for State Procurement.
As the leader of a volunteer project associated with the Blount County Sister City Organization, he is known for sending 2 large nonprofit private libraries to both Penza Russia in 2005 and Tbilisi Georgia in 2012 as people to people humanitarian projects.
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Treasurer: Lynn Farnham, Roane County Purchasing Agent
Roane County lfarnham@roanegov.org
Lynn has been the Purchasing Agent for Roane County for eighteen years. Prior to going to
work for Roane County, Lynn was the Assistant to the Materials Manager at Baptist Hospital of Roane
County (formerly Chamberlain Memorial) where she began her Purchasing Career. Lynn was in hospital
procurement for twelve years.
Lynn is active in church and community activities in Roane County. She attends Saint Andrews
Episcopal Church, she sits on the Board of the Roane County Chamber of Commerce and works with the
Roane County Industrial Development Board as a Core Team Member. One of her favorite committee
activities is serving on the Roane Alliance Gala Committee which plans the annual fund raiser for the
Alliance.
Lynn resides in Harriman with her husband Bill and their daughter Katy, a student at Tennessee
Tech University. Other members of the family include Lynn’s dog, George (a Shih Tzu) and the newest
member of the family, the grand-dog Tipsy (a Maltese).

May
10—Nelda Hulse, Sullivan County

April

17—Diane Woods, Knox County

11—Dedra Partridge, City of Chattanooga

27—Bree White, City of Chattanooga

Have we missed your birthday?
Let me know! Send birthday
dates to
lea_sharon@chattanooga.gov

28—Debbie Dillon, Johnson City

June
17—Leo Bradshaw, Retired, Loudon County
19—Artie Prichard, Retired, City of Chattanooga

2014 ETPA LEADERSHIP POSITIONS & COMMITTEE CHAIRS
FOR NOMINATION:
President: David Griffin
Vice President: Mike Reeves
Treasurer: Lynn Farnham
Secretary: Steve Hillis
Professional Development: Terry McKee
Nominating Chair: Debbie Dillon
Membership Chair: Pamela Cotham
Program Chair: Wanda Hayes
Newsletter Coordinator: Sharon Lea
Recognition Chair: Penny Owens
Please contact Debbie Dillon (ddillon@johnsoncitytn.org) or David Griffin (dgriffin@ktnpba.org) with
Nominations for these 2014 ETPA office positions before September 1, 2013!!!
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Quarterly Meeting of the East Tennessee Purchasing Association
When:

Thursday, August 1st, 2013 @ 3:30 PM

Where:

City of Alcoa Service Center
725 Universal Street
Alcoa, TN 37701
www.cityofalcoa-tn.gov

Speaker &
Tour Guide:

Steve HIllis, Director of Support Services & Procurement Manager
After conducting business, Steve will share with us various details about the process
leading up to building the new City of Alcoa Service Facility, decisions on energy efficiency features and design as well as current usage and growth potential. The $17
million dollar facility sits on 32 acres and has over 84,000 square feet of office and
warehouse space. It currently houses the City of Alcoa Public Works Engineering Department, Sanitation Department, Streets Department and the Water & Support Services as well as the Electric Department, Meter Division, Finance Department and
the Employee Credit Union. After the talk we will tour the facility with Steve as our
guide.

Menu:

Our meal will be on-site and catered by “Bread of Heaven” which is a local favorite
and nearby small business restaurant and well known for its smoked meat delicacies.
The meal will include your choice of meat, veggies, bread, dessert, and drinks.
2 Meats (Ribs w/ bbq sauce on the side, or Baked Chicken)
2 Vegetables (Green beans and Macaroni & cheese)
Rolls and drinks (tea, water and lemonade)
Dessert (Peach Cobbler and Banana pudding)

Cost:

$21 per person

ATTENTION MEMBERS! THERE IS A NEW FEATURE AVAILABLE THROUGH OUR WEBSITE TO HELP
YOU REGISTER AND PAY FOR YOUR QUARTERLY MEMBERSHIP MEETING MEALS. GO TO
WWW.ETPANEWS.ORG AND CLICK ON THE 3rd QUARTERLY MEETING TAB. YOU WILL BE
PROMPTED TO REGISTER AND PAY VIA CREDIT CARD. THIS FEATURE WILL HELP YOU
AND OUR LEADERSHIP TEAM MANAGE OUR ACTIVITIES AND FINANCES BETTER.
*The deadline to register online for the August 1, 2013 (3rd Quarterly Meeting) is July 30 th. A deadline is
necessary to communicate to the eating establishment in order to accommodate our group sufficiently.
We are thankful to Steve Hillis and the City of Alcoa for being willing to host our group and for giving us
such a unique opportunity to get an insider’s look at their new facility. I hope you will join me there.
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East Tennessee Purchasing Association August 1, 2013 Meeting
Registration Form
For confirmation of attendance, fax your registration forms no later than July 30, 2013 to Lynn
Farnham, Fax: (865) 376-4318 or email her at lfarnham@roanegov.org.
Payment may be made at the meeting, but please fax your registration form so we may R.S.V.P. at the
restaurant.
The meeting will be held at the City of Alcoa Service Center (725 Universal St., Alcoa, TN 37701).
Cost is $21.00 per person.
Please make checks payable to East Tennessee Purchasing Association and mail completed forms and
your check to:
Roane County Purchasing
Attn: Lynn Farnham
200 East Race Street, Suite #3
Kingston, TN 37763
PLEASE NOTE: Submission of a registration form obligates payment whether or not you
attend the event.
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
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ETPA WALL OF FAME!
ETPA would like to congratulate the following members of the purchasing community:
Leo Bradshaw (Loudon County Purchasing) - Retired effective June 28th
Joan Lovelace (Loudon County Purchasing) - newly hired as Purchasing Agent
Terrybeth Kolarick (Johnson City) - Newly hired as Admin Coordinator
Lauri Bell (Blount County Purchasing) - Blessed with a baby girl, Kennedy Rae Bell, on May 28th! 8 lbs, 12 oz!
The following photos are from the last quarterly meeting, honoring
Artie Prichard & Robert L. Minter Jr. for their retirements!

ETPA WEBSITE
Please direct your nearest browser to the new, improved
ETPA Website at www.etpanews.org! You will note
there is a members only area. You should have already received information
on how to access this.
Please try it out and let us know what you think.
We still need every member to log onto the new website to update and verify all your contact
information. This will assist us in bringing online a very important communication tool.
For login access contact Penny Owens at powens@cityofknoxville.org
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REMINDER! ETPA’S ANNUAL BUSINESS
MATCHMAKING & TRADESHOW EVENT
The East Tennessee Purchasing Association will host its Annual Business Matchmaking & Tradeshow event on July 18, 2013.
We are very excited about this year’s event because we believe it to be even bigger and better than last year’s tremendously
successful event. You are cordially invited to participate in this unique event designed to directly support your procurement
and supplier diversity goals. One significant exciting difference this year is that your participation as a Match-Maker is free of
charge.
The purpose is to match small businesses with governmental agencies that have contract opportunities for
products/services offered by small, growing companies and to create relationships for future business opportunities.
This event brings together numerous small businesses who meet in pre-scheduled face-to-face meetings with approximately 30
public procurement representatives from across the East Tennessee Region and beyond. Confirmed participating procurement
representatives include such organizations as the State of Tennessee, City of Knoxville, City of Chattanooga, City of
Johnson City, The University of Tennessee, Knox County, Roane County, Anderson County, Sullivan County, ORNL,
Metropolitan Knoxville Airport Authority, Knoxville’s Community Development Corporation, Knoxville Utility Board,
the Public Building Authority of Knox County and Knoxville, Tennessee and numerous other entities.
We are pleased to extend an invitation to have your Supplier Diversity or Procurement officials participate as one of the
matchmakers. Your procurement team will meet with small businesses that are vetted and prepared to discuss contract
opportunities.
Key things to remember about participating:







The cost to participate as a Government Match-Maker is FREE but spots are limited.
The program consists of 10 minute appointments scheduled with small businesses that
are matched to your stated buying needs.
Your team will have the opportunity to meet with the other major matchmaking organizations
as time and opportunity presents itself in order to network for your own potential business needs.
There will be a Meet-N-Greet breakfast event from 8:15 – 8:45 a.m. where paying vendors may
mingle with attending procurement professionals. Matchmakers will be expected to attend the
Meet-N-Greet Breakfast prior to the event.
The program takes place from 9:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on July 18, 2013 at Rothchild’s located at
8807 Kingston Pike, where there is plenty of free parking. Participants (two) will receive lunch as
well as snacks/beverages throughout the day.
Online registration begins on April 4. You can register at www.etpanews.org For questions
contact Penny Owens at powens@cityofknoxville.org (Registration was to be completed by April 25, 2013)

This event will help you meet your competitive needs and achieve your business diversity goals.
Thank you for your consideration.
David Griffin
President, East Tennessee Purchasing Association
Sponsored by the members of the East Tennessee Purchasing Association
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East Tennessee Purchasing Association
Professional Development Scholarship Application
Application Instructions
Eligibility Requirements
In order to be eligible for this scholarship program, you must meet ALL of the following criteria:
1. Must be a member in good standing of East Tennessee Purchasing Association;
2. Must attend at least one ETPA sanctioned event (general membership, Match-Making, other) prior to the
Fall Conference, during the calendar year of the award;
3. Have not received a scholarship in the previous two consecutive years under this program;
4. Use the scholarship for the current calendar year;
The ETPA Board shall have the authority to waive certain requirements should it be deemed in the best
interests of ETPA.

About the Scholarship
The East Tennessee Purchasing Association Professional Development Scholarship provides funding for the awardee
to attend the NIGP 1-day seminar offered at the annual ETPA/TAPP Fall Conference. Funds will be limited to the
amount of the registration fee for the class only. A drawing will be held at the third ETPA membership meeting each calendar year to choose the recipient from the eligible applicants.

Requirement
If you are selected as a recipient of this Scholarship, you shall be required to write an assigned article for the ETPA
Newsletter detailing your educational experience and the benefits derived from your attendance at the seminar. The
article shall be submitted for publishing in the first newsletter of the next calendar year.

Award Submission Date and Notification

Applications will be accepted from April 1st through July 31st of each calendar year. They are to be submitted to the
following address and received no later than the 31st of July:
Mike Reeves, CPPO, CPPB
Purchasing Coordinator, Knox County
1000 North Central St, Suite 100
Knoxville, TN 37917
Fax: (865) 215-5778
Email: mike.reeves@knoxcounty.org
The notification of the scholarship award winner will be announced immediately following the third ETPA quarterly membership meeting, pending verification of eligibility, by written notice. In addition, the award winner will also be announced
on the ETPA website and recognized at the Fall Conference.
Note: If an awarded scholarship cannot be used, recipient shall notify the Chapter Vice President immediately and the
funds will be made available to another applicant, time permitting.
Thank you for your interest in the ETPA Professional Development Scholarship Program!
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East Tennessee Purchasing Association
Professional Development Scholarship Application

NAME_______________________________________TITLE___________________________________
ENTITY_____________________________________________________________________________
MAILING ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________
PHONE____________________FAX_________________EMAIL_______________________________
Which ETPA event have you attended this year (include date)?
__________________________________________________________________________________

Will your entity provided funds for attending this class?

Yes ____ No____

Have you been the recipient of this scholarship in the past two years?

Yes ____ No ____

____________________________________
Applicant’s Signature
____________________________________
Immediate Supervisor’s Signature
____________________________________
Print Supervisor’s Name and Title

Submit completed form to:
Mike Reeves, CPPO, CPPB
Purchasing Coordinator, Knox County
1000 North Central St, Suite 100
Knoxville, TN 37917
Fax: (865) 215-5778
Email: mike.reeves@knoxcounty.org
If approved, a copy of the approved application must be submitted with the registration form to the ETPA Treasurer for
payment to NIGP.
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Our new Location is 2340 M.L.K Jr.
Knoxville TN Ave. 37917
Listen Every Wednesday from 1:30 PM— 2:00 PM
on 1040 am
Also you can tune in on line at:

www.WJBE.am
BOD wants you to tune in to our
radio show and listen to our host
Robert L. Minter Jr. and co-hosts
Dr. Marcus D. Blakemore,
Mia Conwell “Lady M”, Frank
Shanklin and co-host, Brenda
Williams “Precious BW” who are
all local business owners.
Also, we deliver the Joe & Jesse Downs “Praise Report” and inspirational
poems by Missy Allen and Clinton Burns.
“The show airs live”
So tune in and listen for business advice, information, bids, laughter, and
inspiration.
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EAST TENNESSEE PURCHASING ASSOCIATION
2013 MEMBERSHIP INVOICE
EAST TENNESSEE PURCHASING ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP INVOICE 2013
Cost: An initial $50.00 for the first one or two members and $20.00 for each additional member.

( ) RENEWAL ( ) NEW MEMBERSHIP

AGENCY NAME

____

FAX NUMBER _________________________

AGENCY ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

EMPLOYEE NAME

CERTIFICATION

JOB TITLE

PHONE
NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

NIGP
MEMBER
Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Make checks payable to East Tennessee Purchasing Association and mail to Lynn Farnham, Treasurer at:
Roane County Purchasing, 200 East Race Street, Suite #3, Kingston, Tennessee 37763

The objectives of the E.T.P.A. are to establish cooperative
relationships among its members for the development of
efficient purchasing methods & practices in the field of
educational, governmental & public institutional procurement;
to encourage maintenance of ethical standards in buying &
selling; to promote uniform public purchasing laws &
simplified standards & specifications; to collect & disseminate
useful information for its members; to promote the

East Tennessee Purchasing Association
www.etpanews.org

interchange of ideas & experiences within the purchasing
professions; to encourage research & investigation; to

David Griffin, Contracts & Procurement Manager
Public Building Authority
President, East Tennessee Purchasing Association
Email: dgriffin@ktnpba.org
Phone: (865) 215-8415

promote ongoing training & certification of those engaged in
the profession; to sponsor such other activities as may be
useful in providing its members with knowledge for efficient
procurement; to strive by all legitimate means to advance the
purchasing profession; and to observe the Purposes, Aims and
Objectives of the National Institute of Governmental
Purchasing.

What’s going on?
Comments, suggestions, and content for the Buyers Flyer are welcomed and encouraged! Please submit any purchasing related stories,
birthdays, announcements, marriages, new babies or other information
to
Sharon Lea at Lea_Sharon@chattanooga.gov

