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I would like to express my appreciation to you for allowing me the opportunity to serve as
ETPA President this year. For those of you who have served as an officer of ETPA in the past
or another organization you know that it takes more than one person to move an organization
forward. This year will be no different and I am extremely excited and equally as honored to
have so many highly qualified purchasing professionals and friends to work alongside of.
Several years ago there was a company whose ad campaign stuck with me. They said, “We
didn’t make Product A, we just make it better”. My goal for 2013 is similar by trying to build
upon the efforts of past leaders…to make ETPA better. We will continue to offer most of the
same successful initiatives with a few tweaks that have added value for our members in recent years. However, there are some areas we have identified where we intend to invest
more time and effort into improving.
The strength of any organization is its people, its members. Our first goal is to enhance our
quarterly meetings by offering engaging and educational topics. This is not to say that we
haven’t had this but that we recognize the need to continually seek out the “hot” topics of
interest and get the most engaging presenters available. Helpful, informative meetings will
promote attendance while bringing added value to others through sharing experiences and
networking. Our first meeting speaker will be Representative Harry Brooks from the 19 th District at Calhoun's on the River here in Knoxville. Hope to see you.
Secondly, we will again host the Business Matchmaking event here in the Knoxville. We will
make a concerted effort to have more representation from first-time attendees from local and
regional government entities. We plan to pursue someone from the State of Tennessee Purchasing Office to come and speak at this event. We are brainstorming now on how to make
attending more affordable for our matchmakers, create more interest and have the added
value everyone has come to expect and enjoy at this event. You will see more information to
come but put July 18th on your calendar now.
In some preliminary meetings we have talked about increasing educational opportunities.
These opportunities would help purchasing professionals reach their personal career goals.
We want to promote better relationships and understandings between local governments and
the State of Tennessee Purchasing Department and those who make policy. We would seek
to promote the recognition of purchasing certifications within our profession and amongst
peers. As I have said before, our members are our greatest resource. If we can accomplish
these things then I believe we will see a growing-vibrant membership because we will have
added value.
I look forward to the New Year and new opportunities! I hope to see you at all our events this
year.
David Griffin
President, East Tennessee Purchasing Association
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2013 ETPA Officers
President: David Griffin—Contracts and Procurement Manager
Public Building Authority of Knox County & City of Knoxville dgriffin@ktnpba.org
David Griffin has been married to his wife Lisa for 22 years. They have 3 children all of which
are in high school in Blount County where they live. He has worked for the Public Building Authority of
Knox County and the City of Knoxville, Tennessee for 12 years. David’s duties include managing all Property Management procurement and contracts.
David received his Bachelor of Arts degree in Anthropology from the University of Tennessee,
Knoxville in 1989. (While taking Forensic Anthropology classes from the internationally renowned Dr.
Bass David wanted to pursue a career in Forensics but decided Public Procurement was more interesting.) After graduation David worked for a private sector facility-support company bidding and negotiating contacts for 10 years until he “swapped sides”. David’s role at PBA began as a manager of contracts and quality control but his duties have also included roles in parking management, project management and facility management. He has been a member of the National Parking Institute (NPI), is also
currently a member of the Building, Owners and Managers Association (BOMA) having served in most all
leadership positions including as a Board Member, Vice President in 2005 and President in 2006.
David and his family are active in church where he attends at Mt. Lebanon Baptist Church in Maryville. He has served in various capacities but currently serves as Deacon, Finance Committee Chairman and Middle School Boys Sunday School Teacher. He enjoys staying active in his
children’s activities and has served as Treasurer and President of several school athletic booster clubs. He is an avid University of Tennessee
sports fan and consistently fields a championship caliber Fantasy Football team.

Vice President: Mike Reeves, CPPO, CPPB—Purchasing Coordinator
Knox County mike.reeves@knoxcounty.org
Mike has been with Knox County since 1998 in the Purchasing Division. He has held positions
of Purchasing Agent and most recently Purchasing Coordinator. Prior to Knox County, Mike spent thirtytwo (32) years in the retail business holding several management positions. J.C. Penney (16) years as a
General Merchandising Manager, Store Manager and Buyer, Goody’s Family Clothing (1) year as a Buyer
for all Denim for the chain and Ira A. Watson Company (15) years as both a Store Manager and Buyer.
Mike has been married to Nancy Hegidio Reeves for forty-three (43) years with two married
children and five (5) grandchildren. Mike enjoys time with his wife, grandchildren and all UT Sports. He
is a deacon at Central Baptist Church. He has held all positions with ETPA as President, Vice-President,
Secretary, Membership, Nominating and Program Chair. He was served as the Chair of the 2006-2007
NIGP National Marketing Committee and a previous member of the NIGP Chapter Development.

Secretary: Steve Hillis
City of Alcoa SHillis@cityofalcoa-tn.gov
Steve Hillis is married with two grown children and 3 grandchildren. He is currently Support
Services Manager for the City of Alcoa Tennessee. For the last 12 years his responsibilities for the
city have included Fleet Management, Purchasing & Warehousing, and Buildings & Grounds.
Mr. Hillis received his BS in Education in 1969 and Master's of Public Administration in 1986,
both from The University of Tennessee, Knoxville. He has been a longstanding member of both the
National Association of Fleet Administrators (NAFA) and National Institute of Governmental Purchasing (NIGP) and he is the only administrator nationally to carry both their top professional certifications.
He served as Purchasing Agent for the City of Alcoa for 12 years and served as fleet manager to two cities, Knoxville & Alcoa. He also served as a municipal fleet consultant with the University
of Tennessee for 10 years, where he split time as an Assistant Director University of Tennessee Transportation Center (UTTC) and Director of the Institute of Technology Management where he oversaw
$20 million research initiatives for the DOD and DOE. With UTTC, he managed several transportation related research projects while on loan to
the Oak Ridge National Laboratory. At ORNL his primary responsibility was operational management of three alternatively fueled national research fleets for the Congressionally mandated Federal Methanol Fleet Project. This 1980’s based 1.5 million-mile initiative served as a test bed
for many alternative fuel related OEM and retrofit technologies used today. He was recently appointed by Governor Haslam to a 4 year term to
his Advisory Council for State Procurement.
As the leader of a volunteer project associated with the Blount County Sister City Organization, he is known for sending 2 large nonprofit private libraries to both Penza Russia in 2005 and Tbilisi Georgia in 2012 as people to people humanitarian projects.
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Treasurer: Lynn Farnham, Roane County Purchasing Agent
Roane County lfarnham@roanegov.org
Lynn has been the Purchasing Agent for Roane County for eighteen years. Prior to going to
work for Roane County, Lynn was the Assistant to the Materials Manager at Baptist Hospital of Roane
County (formerly Chamberlain Memorial) where she began her Purchasing Career. Lynn was in hospital
procurement for twelve years.
Lynn is active in church and community activities in Roane County. She attends Saint Andrews
Episcopal Church, she sits on the Board of the Roane County Chamber of Commerce and works with the
Roane County Industrial Development Board as a Core Team Member. One of her favorite committee
activities is serving on the Roane Alliance Gala Committee which plans the annual fund raiser for the
Alliance.
Lynn resides in Harriman with her husband Bill and their daughter Katy, a student at Tennessee
Tech University. Other members of the family include Lynn’s dog, George (a Shih Tzu) and the newest
member of the family, the grand-dog Tipsy (a Maltese).

October

November

11—Phyllis Clayton, City of Athens

5—Christy Julian, Knox County

14—Sharon Lea, City of Chattanooga

December

15—Terry McKee, KCDC

3– Jonathan Woodard, City of Chattanooga

17—Hugh Holt, Knox County

2013 ETPA COMMITTEE CHAIRS:
Professional Development: Terry McKee—Purchasing Manager, KCDC
Nominating Chair: Debbie Dillon—Director of Purchasing, City of Johnson City
Membership Chair: Pamela Cotham—Purchasing Director, Anderson County
Program Chair: Wanda Hayes—Procurement Specialist, Public Building Authority
Newsletter Coordinator: Sharon Lea—Buyer, City of Chattanooga
Recognition Chair: Penny Owens—Contract Manager, City of Knoxville
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Quarterly Meeting of the East Tennessee Purchasing Association

ETPA will hold it’s next quarterly membership meeting on February 8, 2013. Cost is
$25.00 per person. Hope to see you there!
When: Friday, February 8th, 2013 @ 3:30 PM
Where: Calhouns on the River
400 Neyland Drive
Knoxville, TN 37902
Speaker: Representative Harry Brooks, 19th District Tennessee
What: State of the State Address
Menu: Your choice of Pulled Pork with slaw, Fried Catfish with slaw, or Lemon Chicken over rice.
Choice of one vegetable (Spinach Maria, Cinnamon Apples, or Baked Beans).
Each entree will include a small salad, a soft drink or tea, and a dessert (Banana Pudding,
Key Lime Pie or Cheesecake).
Cost: $25 per person (This includes gratuity)

Remember to Follow ETPA on Facebook and Twitter!
www.etpanews.org
Facebook.com/ETnPA
Twitter @EastTNPurchAsso

5

The Buyer’s Flyer

East Tennessee Purchasing Association February 8, 2013 Meeting
Registration Form
For confirmation of attendance, fax your registration forms no later than January 31, 2013 to Lynn
Farnham, Fax: (865) 376-4318 or email her at lfarnham@roanegov.org.
Payment may be made at the meeting, but please fax your registration form so we may R.S.V.P. at the
restaurant.
The meeting will be held at Calhoun’s on the River in Knoxville, TN. Cost is $25.00 per person.
Please make checks payable to East Tennessee Purchasing Association and mail completed forms and
your check to:
Roane County Purchasing
Attn: Lynn Farnham
200 East Race Street, Suite #3
Kingston, TN 37763
PLEASE NOTE: Submission of a registration form obligates payment whether or not you attend
the event.
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
Name:____________________________________Agency:_______________________
Phone:_________________Fax:_______________Email:_________________________
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ETPA WALL OF FAME!
The East Tennessee Purchasing Association would like to congratulate the following
on their accomplishments and years of service:
Congratulations go to Karen Smitherman, the winner of the first ETPA Class Scholarship.
Congratulations to Brent Morelock from Kingsport! Brent recently received his CPPB!
Congratulations to Artie Prichard from the City of Chattanooga for her retirement,
effective December 31, 2012!
Congratulations to Robert Minter, Jr. from Knox County Purchasing for his retirement,
effective December 14, 2012!

Who will make it to the next ETPA Wall of Fame? Make sure you check the next newsletter to see!

FROM THE TREASURER...
I am in the process of closing the books on yet another successful year in ETPA. I will have year- end membership reports completed for the first quarterly meeting.
Our total funds are lower than years past. This is primarily due to the purchase of Star Chapter management
program. Below is a recap of the finances for the 2012 fiscal year.
General Fund Balance

$5,780.76

Matchmaking Fund Balance

$2,081.85

Fall Conference Balance
Total Funds

Lynn Farnham

-$1,801.93
$6,060.68
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BID THRESHOLD STUDY
Provided by Terry McKee, Information Systems & Procurement Manager—KCDC

Anderson County
Alcoa
Athens
Bartlett
Blount County
Blount County Schools
Brentwood
Bristol
Bristol
Chattanooga
Clarksville
Cleveland
Coffee County
Collierville
Columbia
Cookeville
Dyersburg
Farragut
Franklin
Gallatin
Germantown
Hamilton County
Hendersonville
Jackson
Johnson City
KCDC
Kingsport
Kingsport
Kingsport
Knox County
Knoxville
KUB
Lebanon
La Vergne
Loudon County
Maury County
Maryville
Memphis
Memphis Housing Authority
Memphis Light, Gas & Water
Morristown
Murfreesboro
Nashville
Nashville Airport
Nashville Schools
Oak Ridge
PSTCC
Roane County
Shelby County
Symrna
Tennessee Military Department
Tullahoma

Average

Formal Quotes are
required at

Formal Bids are
required at

Board Approval Level

$5,000
$1,000
$2,501
$4,001
$2,000
$3,000
$4,001
$2,500 goods
$4,000 services
$4,000
$1,000
$2,500
$1,500
$4,000
$2,501
$9,999
$500
$4,000
$10,000
$2,501
$2,500
$4,000
$1,000
$2,000
$1,000
$2,000
$15,000

$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$7,500
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$25,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$5,000
$10,001
$10,000
$100,000
$50,000

Multi-Year agreements
$10,000
$10,000

$5,000
$5,000
$4,000
$1,001
$300
$1,000
$1,001
$1,000
$2,500
$5,000
$15,000
$4,001
$4,001
$5,000
$10,001
$4,000
$2,500
$5,000
$2,501
$5,000
$4,000
$5,000
$500

$10,000
$25,000
$10,000
$5,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$50,001
$100,000
$50,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$50,000
$10,000
$25,000
$25,000
$10,000
$50,000
$10,000
$25,000
$7,500

$3,829

$18,800

Multi-Year agreements
Multi-Year agreements
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
None
$10,000
Multi-Year agreements
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$10,000
$25,000
Professional Services over $10,000
$10,000
$15,000
$250,000
Multi-Year agreements
$25,000
$25,000
Budgeted Construction: $500,000
Budgeted Equipment: $150,000
Budgeted Services:
$125,000
$100,000
$25,000
Only if not approved in the budget
$5,000
$10,000
Multi-Year agreements
Multi-Year agreements
Excess of Budget or not going with low bidder.
$100,000
$25,000
$10,000
$10,000
Advisement given only
500000
$25,000
$25,000
NA
Multi-Year agreements
$100,000
Mayor signs all
$7,500

$46,833
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Our New Location is 748 N 4th Ave. 37917

Listen Every Wednesday from 4PM— 4:30PM on 1580 am
You can also tune in online at:

www.praisenglory.com or www.marcusblakemore.com
BOD wants you to tune in to our radio show and listen to our host Robert
L. Minter and co-hosts Renee Kessler, Dr. Marcus D. Blakemore, Mia Conwell “Lady M”, Frank Shanklin and co-host, Brenda Williams “Precious
BW” who are all local business owners.

Also, we deliver the Joe & Jesse Downs
“Praise Report” and inspirational poems
by Missy Allen and Clinton Burns. “The
show airs live”

So tune in and listen for business advice, information, bids, laughter, and
inspiration.
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THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS
TO
ROBERT L. MINTER, JR.

Robert L. Minter, Jr. was born and raised in Knoxville, TN where he attended Austin High School and Knoxville College. He and his wife, Regena, have one son, Robert L. Minter, III. He has been an active member in this community for years. Robert coached Grasshopper football for the Baby Roadrunners for eleven (11) years and also
served as a Board Member for this organization. While involved with this organization Robert received the East Tennessee Chapter National Football Foundation and Hall of Fame Distinguished Service Award. Robert was also an active participant in the education system where he was a member of the Austin East PTSA serving as President for five
(5) years. Robert showed his commitment to both of these organizations by continuing to serve even after his son
had grown and promoted into other groups. Robert is Executive Producer and Host of the Community TV show
“What’s Going On,” is host of the local radio show “Business On Demand” and writes numerous newspaper articles.
Robert is also a Margret Manning Tailgater.
Robert was Honorably Discharged from the Army on March 1, 1973. He received his Basic Training at Fort
Benning, GA; Infantry (AIT) Fort Polk, LA (Tigerland); served in Vietnam September 1967 – September 1968; and
served six (6) months at Fort Hood, TX. During his military career he received the following honors: National Defense
Service Medal, Vietnam Service with two (2) Bronze Service Stars, Combat Infantryman Badge (CIB), Valorous Unit
Award, Republic of Vietnam Campaign Medal, Sharpshooter (Rifle) and Expert (M-60 MG). Robert is a member of the
East Tennessee Veterans Memorial Association.
Robert has over thirty (30) years experience in procurement in both the private and public sectors. Robert
has served Knox County for twenty-five (25) years as Senior Buyer and Supplier Diversity Coordinator for the Knox
County Purchasing Division. He has served over half his career helping small, minority and disadvantaged businesses
navigate the process of county purchasing. Robert has mentored numerous small businesses during his tenure with
Knox County. Robert is a member of: the East Tennessee Purchasing Association, the Tennessee Association of Public
Purchasing and the National Institute of Governmental Purchasing.
Robert has been a dedicated servant to his community, his job and his country. We thank you for your service and wish you the best in your retirement and future endeavors.
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EAST TENNESSEE PURCHASING ASSOCIATION
2013 MEMBERSHIP INVOICE
EAST TENNESSEE PURCHASING ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP INVOICE 2013
Cost: An initial $50.00 for the first one or two members and $20.00 for each additional member.

( ) RENEWAL ( ) NEW MEMBERSHIP

AGENCY NAME

____

FAX NUMBER _________________________

AGENCY ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

EMPLOYEE NAME

CERTIFICATION

JOB TITLE

PHONE
NUMBER

EMAIL ADDRESS

NIGP
MEMBER
Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Yes

No

Make checks payable to East Tennessee Purchasing Association and mail to Lynn Farnham, Treasurer at:
Roane County Purchasing, 200 East Race Street, Suite #3, Kingston, Tennessee 37763

The objectives of the E.T.P.A. are to establish cooperative
relationships among its members for the development of
efficient purchasing methods & practices in the field of
educational, governmental & public institutional procurement;
to encourage maintenance of ethical standards in buying &
selling; to promote uniform public purchasing laws &
simplified standards & specifications; to collect & disseminate
useful information for its members; to promote the

East Tennessee Purchasing Association
www.etpanews.org

interchange of ideas & experiences within the purchasing
professions; to encourage research & investigation; to

David Griffin, Contracts & Procurement Manager
Public Building Authority
President, East Tennessee Purchasing Association
Email: dgriffin@ktnpba.org
Phone: (865) 215-8415

promote ongoing training & certification of those engaged in
the profession; to sponsor such other activities as may be
useful in providing its members with knowledge for efficient
procurement; to strive by all legitimate means to advance the
purchasing profession; and to observe the Purposes, Aims and
Objectives of the National Institute of Governmental
Purchasing.

What’s going on?
Comments, suggestions, and content for the Buyers Flyer are welcomed and encouraged! Please submit any purchasing related stories,
birthdays, announcements, marriages, new babies or other information
to
Sharon Lea at Lea_Sharon@chattanooga.gov

